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ABSTRACT 



Over time, the Regional Library Systems Act has succeeded in 
its aim to widen and improve access to library services for all Maine 
residents. Today, students in the smallest high schools and users of the most 
remote public libraries can plug into the resources of the largest public 
libraries in the state and draw on the services of their professional staffs. 
The Act was enacted in 1973 after a long process that began in the 1950s. 
Background to the development of the Regional Library Systems Act is given, 
and developments in interlibrary loan since the Act passed the Legislature in 
June 1973 are outlined. The Regional Library Systems Act has worked 
remarkably well. Concerns about the loss of local autonomy have been put to 
rest; users of local libraries and school libraries have improved access to 
library services when their librarians can tie into the collections of the 
Area Reference and Resource Centers; and local library staffs are better 
prepared through the support offered by the District Consultants. Unfinished 
business remains; a statewide borrower's card has yet to be issued, and many 
libraries still do not tie into the system. (AEF) 
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MAINE’S REGIONAL 
LIBRARY SYSTEM 




coming here from Massachusetts where regional library systems “which provides every citizen, regardless of where he lives, with 

were being put in place. Working with the officers of the Maine equal access to good library service”. The featured speaker at the 

Library Association, she asked Marion Moshier, retired head of Conference, Grace Stevenson, argued that quality library service 




and expanded services. The 250 who attended hearings around the success of the Regional Library Systems Act. 

the state offered little advice on the matter of how many dis- ^ The Act passed the Legislature in June, 1973, and took 

tricts should be designated. In the end, the Advisory Commit- effect in October. The Governor appointed members to the new 
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ARRCs. This farsighted recommendation by State Librarian states such as Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Texas. The 

Nichols meant that Portland and Bangor would be only the ^ same correlations show up when we look at interlibrai7 loan 

second and third public libraries in New England to tie into activity within Maine. Libraries with the highest levels of per 
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system. They seldom use interlibrary loan services and they sel- 
dom call for reference help. What can be done to widen and 
improve access to library services for residents of those Maine 
towns? 



Robert C. Woodward 
February 17, 1999 
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